
Dear Palisades Community, 
 
I am happy to announce that beginning next week, the science wing renovations at Palisades 
High School will be underway.  The clean out of the existing wing (last renovated in 1996) is 
nearing completion and demolition will begin very soon. If you pick up meals from the high 
school or you drive by the high school you will begin to see more activity on the Route 412 side 
of the high school over the next few weeks as contractors and materials arrive on site. Earlier 
this week I was in a construction meeting and all contractors have submitted their mitigation 
plans in compliance with CDC and Department of Health guidelines to enhance jobsite safety.  
 
I would like to thank all of those who have been involved with this project since the early 
discussions in 2017.  Special thanks to our science teachers, high school administration, 
Business Manager, Facilities Director, and School Board of Directors for your vision and your 
support of this project which is designed to accommodate teaching and student engagement in 
our science curriculum in a 21st century learning environment.  Here are a few highlights of this 
project: 
 

● The goal of the redesign of the science wing is to make sure there was adequate room 
for teaching, office space for teachers, and collaborative learning spaces for students 

● An extra classroom was gained without taking space from other classroom areas 
● The renovation will be completed in August, 2020 
● Total construction cost estimate is $3,392,955 

○ The cost includes construction/equipment/furniture/and other soft costs like 
technology support 

○ The district currently has $2,020,744 in the capital reserve fund (as of 1/30/20) 
and $1,500,000 budgeted from the district’s committed fund balance for capital 
projects for this project. This means the district did not need to seek a bond 
which would include borrowing and interest costs over time. Stated differently, 
the use of capital reserve and district fund balance is akin to using the district 
savings account as opposed to using a credit card with associated interest rates.  

Please see the attached presentation which was provided at the School Board of Directors’ 
Meeting on February 19, 2020. The presentation includes renderings of the renovated wing 
INSERT PRESENTATION 
 
In other news, we continue to distribute free meals to children and, with the help of the 
Palisades Community Foundation, to families who have registered to receive a weekend meal 
at www.palisadescommunityfoundation.org - if you would like to receive a free weekend meal, 
please register today.  Both programs will be continuing into the foreseeable future. 
 
Also, we are working with the Senior Class of 2020 to celebrate their accomplishments 
throughout their school career in a virtual Senior Awards Program and a graduation ceremony, 

http://www.palisadescommunityfoundation.org/


the details of which will be forthcoming.  (Note for parents/guardians of the senior class:  please 
be on the lookout for a survey regarding graduation coming out within the next week or so.) 
 
Please refer to the front page of our website www.palisd.org (bottom left) for links to information 
and resources available to you and your family.  We have compiled several resources in the 
areas of online learning, mental health supports and other outlets for food and meals. 
This information will be updated throughout the pandemic. 
 
Finally, I am very thankful for the work of our teachers, staff and administrators who have been 
effective, along with parents and guardians, in keeping students engaged in distance learning.  I 
hope that the implementation of Reset Fridays has helped to better manage the work being 
done at home and relieves some of the stress you may have been feeling in doing so.  We are 
all doing our very best to keep student learning moving forward in this difficult time, and you are 
all playing an important part in making distance learning a reality in Palisades!  Thank you for 
your efforts. 
 
Warm regards, 
 

 
 
Dr. Bridget O’Connell 
Superintendent 
 
   

  

http://www.palisd.org/

